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sooner to perform my duties, I selected a few Savages
who had most intelligence, and who used the best
language. I repeated to them in a clumsy manner
some passages from the catechism, and they gave
them to me again, with all the nicety of their
language; I immediately wrote these down; and, by
this means, in a reasonably short time I had made a
dictionary, and also a Catechism which contained the
precepts and Mysteries of Religion.*

It cannot be denied that the language of the
Savages has real beauties; and there is an indescrib-
able force in their style and manner of expression. I
am going to quote you an example. If I should ask
you why God created you, you would answer me
that it was for the purpose of knowing him, loving
him, and serving him, and by this means to merit
eternal glory. If Ishould put the same question toa
Savage, he would answer thus, in the style of his
own language: ‘‘The great Spirit has thought of
us: ‘Let them know me, let them love me, let them
honor me, and let them obey me; for then I will
make them enter my glorious happiness.” "’ If I
desired to tell you in their style that you would
have much difficulty in learning the Savage language,
I would express myself in this way: ‘I think of
you, my dear brother, that he will have difficulty in
learning the Savage language.’’

The Huron language is the chief language of the
Savages, and, when a person is master of that, he
can in less than three months make himself under-
stood by the five Iroquois tribes. It is the most
majestic, and at the same time the most difficult, of
all the Savage tongues. This difficulty does not
come alone from the guttural sounds, but still more



